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BY KEVIN FARR
For the Democrat

Plenty of  new faces dot 
the landscape at Achille 
this season as both teams 
welcome new coaches and 
new systems for Eagle 
fans.

Long-time successful 
skipper Jay Depanion 
takes over the Lady Eagles 
coaching reins after a 
pair of  seasons just down 
the road in Colbert, but 
is very familiar with the 
club’s returning experi-
ence.

On the boys side, Will 
Robinson returns to Bry-
an County basketball after 
serving as a head coach 

across the Red River in 
Texas following beginning 
his coaching career with 
his father at Colbert.

Girls
Depanion should know 

the Lady Eagles pretty 
well after four matchups 
with his Colbert squad 
last season with each team 
winning twice.

A good core of  return-
ees will spearhead the 
charge from a year ago in 
which they finished with 
a 12-13 record and bowed 
out in the opening game 
of  regional action.

That group will be 
fueled by seniors Sommer 
Rater and Jayme Todd, 
who led the club offensive-

ly a year ago. Rater had 
several games of  20-plus 
points and should be the 
offensive catalyst once 
again on the perimeter.

Post Karah Manry is 
also expected to be a much 
bigger contributor as well 
as fellow junior Jackie 
Todd.

“I got to see them last 
year and then some this 
summer,” Depanion 
commented. “We are 
still learning each other 
and they have jumped on 
board and are working 
hard for me. Sommer and 
Jayme are solid players 
and Manry is trying to 

New systems have Achille excited

Standing from left: Katie Holmes, Jayme Todd, Karah Manry, Rylee Stanglin, Taylor Davis; 
Kneeling from left: Haylee Hampton, Jackie Todd, Madison Pointer, Sommer Rater, Tristin HillSEE ACHILLE, PAGE 3
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learn some new things. It’s 
a big transition for them 
and a work in progress 
with the new system.

“We are going to try to 
build as much as we can 
in the first part of  the year 
and then fine tune things 
after Christmas break. I 
want to push the ball down 
the floor. We just can’t get 
in foul trouble with our 
lack of  numbers. As they 
get more experience early 
in the year we should be 
able to do more things.”

In addition to his return-
ees, the Achille skipper 
is also excited about the 
prospects of  a talented 
freshmen group that is 
expected to contribute im-

mediately. Those include 
Rylee Stanglin, Haylee 
Hampton and Madison 
Pointer along with tal-
ented sophomore Taylor 
Davis.

Boys
Things will start with a 

defensive mindset in the 
new system under Robin-
son while the Eagles look 
to gradually replace their 
lost offensive production.

Seniors Cy Burden and 
Brayden Prater are the 
lone returning starters 
and each will be counted 
on to pick up more of  the 
scoring load. Juniors Ze-
diah Westbrook and Trent 
Gibby were role players a 
year ago but will also be 
expected to fill much big-
ger roles along with senior 
Zack Staton.

“I expect a lot out of  our 

seniors as far as lead-
ership,” Robinson said. 
“Some of  the younger 
guys are going to have to 
contribute as well. Our 
strength should be in 
our numbers. I think our 
depth will be really good 
with 10 to 12 guys that can 
step on the floor on a given 
night and contribute.

“I think we will get bet-
ter as the year goes along. 
It’s all about attitude and 
effort for us. I think they 
will play really hard and 
hopefully get where we 
need to be by late January 
and early February.”

The younger group 
includes a host of  sopho-
mores and freshmen with 
Robinson pointing to Cole 
Shull and Jimmy Bledsoe 
as sparkplugs for those 
underclassmen.

With the numbers, the 
Eagles should have many 
players show up on the 
box score most nights.

“We will be pretty bal-
anced,” stated Robinson. 
“I don’t expect any heavy 
scoring from one or two 

guys. We want to make 
teams work when they are 
on defense and be selective 
in our shot selection.” 
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Standing from left: Zediah Westbrook, Jaron Marsh, Austin Landrum, Zack Staton, Zack Eastep, 
Braden Prater, Christian Landrum; Kneeling from left: Haden Singleton, Nathan Smith, Dylan 
Trail, Cy Burden, Trent Gibby, Josh Hamby, Jimmy Bledsoe
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BY KEVIN FARR
For the Democrat

A host of  newcomers will need 
to step in for Bennington, especial-
ly on the boys’ side as the Bears 
head into the 2018-19 campaign.

Coach Matt Ward’s Lady Bears 
will have a solid nucleus to build 
around that includes three full-
time and one part-time starter 
from a 10-win squad. They are 
looking for several talented fresh-
men to contribute as well.

The boys’ club must replace all 
five starters from the Bryan Coun-
ty Tournament runner-up squad 
and also adapt to a different system 
under new head coach Oren Laub.

Girls
With starters Kristen Jordan, 

Alexis Gibson and Maci Haislip 
back to spark the attack, expec-
tations are high for improving on 
last year’s win total.

Jordan will be the offensive 
catalyst again after pouring in 15 
points an outing. Gibson notched 
eight per contest while Haislip 
posted four a game. McKenzie 
Atwood also returns after starting 
part of  the season.

“We should be better running 
the offense this year as well as 
improved defensively and in tran-
sition,” Ward stated. “I think we 
have a good mixture with our girls 
coming back that already know 
what to expect combined with 
several newcomers. 

“I expect our defense to be pretty 
solid to start season and offen-
sively we should get better as they 
get a little more used to things get 
more experience together. They all 
seem to mesh well so our chemis-
try should be quite a bit better.”

Freshmen Karli Russell and 
Cheyenne Miller are expected to 
play a significant amount from 
the start and even have a chance 
to start. Ward also has high hopes 
for 5-10 freshman Hannah Atkins, 

a Kingston move-in, that should 
contribute.

“They are little raw but pretty 
talented,” Ward said of  his fresh-
men. “They will be really good 
when they get adjusted to high 
school ball.”

Boys
Laub is no stranger to success 

coming from perennial power-
house Calumet where he was an 
assistant.

Developing a host of  newcomers 
will be vital early on but the new 
coach is optimistic heading into 
the campaign.

“I thought it would be more of  
a rebuilding season but we have a 
lot of  talent and if  people start un-
derestimating us we may surprise 
them,” he stated. “We have some 
kids that haven’t played in a couple 
of  years but have come out and are 
going to contribute for us. I think 
we will be pretty deep and capable 
of  playing 8,9 or 10 and maybe a lit-
tle deeper than that if  people keep 
developing. I have already seen 
significant improvement since the 
start of  practice. They come in and 
work hard every day.

“We want to play a fairly up-tem-
po style. Make it a foot race and 
try to score in transition as much 
as possible. We have decent size 
for a Class A school but not as 
much as a lot of  the larger schools 
we will have to play during the 
regular season. Our style will 
really depend on the opponent. We 
are going to have to win all hustle 
plays. Take pride in and hang our 
hat on that as well as our outside 
shooting.”

Returnee Ryan Harrelson is 
expected to be one of  the keys to 
the Bears’ attack this season along 
with newcomers Kenny McDaniel, 
Talon McWilliams, Trent Haislip 
and Keegan Wingfield. 

They will combine with six soph-
omores and a freshman that Laub 
believes will see increased contri-
butions as the season goes along.

Newcomers look to spark Bennington

Standing from left: Alexus Gibson, Alyssa Snead, Kayle Folsom, Hannah Adkins, Maci Haislip, Carly Russell. 
Kneeling from left: Kristin Jordan, Cheyenne Miller, Makenzie Atwood, Celeste Ownes, Brianna Haislip, Miley 
Campbell. 

Standing from left: Austin Tompson, Ryan Harrelson, Jimmy McDonald, Kenny McDaniel, Kayden Driskill, 
Kobe Oliver. Kneeling from left: Ben Farris, Gerry Haislip, Jesse Martin, Keegan Wingfield, Trent Haislip, Talon 
McWilliams
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Good Luck to All Area Teams

6545 US 70
Mead, OK 73449
580-931-3240

GOOD LUCK 
AREA TEAMS!

Th e neighborhood bank you can count on.
615 Hunter Ave. Boswell, OK 74727

(580) 566-2226

We Support the Boswell Scorpions

BOSWELL HIGH SCHOOL

Standing from left: Trevon Ware, Bryant Bacon, Lee Roberts, Eli McIntyre, Hayden Dill, Kollin 
Edge. Kneeling from left: Kanyon Packwood, Issac Simes, Jarrett McIntyre, Brett Anderson, 
Kaleb Virden, Robbe Pierce

Standing from left: Christy Nuernberg, Lyndi Lowery, Cheyenne Winkleman, Carlie Reynolds, 
Chelsea Belvin, Coach Terrance Williams. Kneeling from left: Aliyah Salcido, Savanna Jamison, 
Ashton Eastwood, Miah VanDuren, Emily Eastwood



6 • 2018 BASKETBALL PREVIEW DURANT DEMOCRAT

Y K

C M

CADDO HIGH SCHOOL

BY KEVIN FARR
For the Democrat

Even though things 
have changed a little at 
the coaching helm, don’t 
expect much difference in 
expectations for Caddo in 
the 2018-19 campaign.

Kolby Johnson has add-
ed the girls coaching reins 
to his boys position but 
already is familiar with the 
Lady Bruins, who welcome 
back four players that 
started at various times a 
year ago.

The boys have some big 
scoring shoes to fill but 
have some veterans along 
with an extremely talented 
freshmen class that should 

keep them in contention 
for conference honors.

Girls
Johnson takes over for 

his father Vernon, who 
guided the Lady Bruins to 
tremendous success over 
the last several seasons 
before moving to Kingston, 
and expects that tradition 
to continue.

“That standard of  suc-
cess makes it easy on me 
to hold them to a higher 
standard,” he commented.

“They know the bar 
hasn’t been lowered and 
we are looking to contin-
ue that success into this 
season as well.”

Stalwarts Brittney 
Miller and Kynsey Dixon 

return to spark the youth-
ful attack as the lone Lady 
Bruin upperclassmen after 
helping guide the squad to 
19 wins a year ago. 
Sophomores Karlee Rob-
inson and Kylee Anderson 
also got considerable ex-
perience and also possess 
very good size and athlet-
icism.

“As the only two upper-
classmen, I expect a lot out 
of  Brittney and Kynsey,” 
Johnson said. “They are 
going to have to step into 
much bigger roles. We have 
some others that I also feel 
like will step up and fill 
scoring holes for us. 

Expectations remain high for Caddo

We are now located at
5435 US 70 • MEAD, OK 73449

(580) 924-3518 • (580) 916-8118
jamesglass747@sbcglobal.net

WE’VE 
MOVED!

• Plateglass
• Mirrors

• Window Glass
• Aluminum Windows & entrances

• Shower Doors
• Store Fronts

Proudly Supports  
Kolby Johnson and  
The Caddo Bruins

’

Standing from left: Kaylee Robison, Kynsey Dixon, Kylee Anderson, Abbi Grahm, Jodi Burns. 
Kneeling from left: Brittney Miller, Addi Thomas, Patricia Molina, Gracie Moore, Kennedy 
Morgan.SEE CADDO, PAGE 7
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“We are going to have 
some of  same defensive 
philosophies as years 
past. We’ve been changing 
some stuff  on offense and 
looking at some different 
things. So far, I am really 
pleased. They have played 
hard and practiced hard 
and want to get better. We 
have good size and athlet-
icism and I think we are 
going to be able to create 
things defensively and get 
after it. I believe we can 
get up and down the floor 
well and give some people 
trouble on both ends.

Boys
Returning starters K.W. 

Adair and Braden Couch 
are expected to spearhead 
the charge for the Bruins 

and Johnson expects both 
to add to their roles on the 
offensive end of  the court 
while leading the way.

With Michael Creel and 
Chisolm Booth also back 
after seeing solid playing 
time a season ago, Caddo 
will look to a much more 
balanced attack.

“I feel like we are going 
to be much more bal-
anced this year,” Johnson 
commented. “We have a 
bunch of  guys that do a lot 
of  similar things. Eight or 
nine guys that can play a 
lot of  spots and that has 
created quite a bit of  com-
petition which is a good 
thing.

“We have quite a bit 
of  interchangability in 
most positions. And three 
freshmen that should get 
a lot of  playing time. They 
played a whole bunch this 

summer and I expect them 
to learn a lot and continue 
to contribute as the year 
goes along.”

That freshman nucleus 
includes Jacob Jenkins, 
Hunter Hamill and Haven 
Nesbitt from a junior 
high club that posted a 
spectacular 19-1 record 
last season. They also 
have good size inside with 
Kolten Neptune, providing 
an asset the Bruins don’t 
really have returning.

The Caddo coach saw a 
lot of  good things out of  
that group while meshing 
well with his returning 
varsity players during 
summer leagues and team 
camps in the offseason.

“We played some sum-
mer leagues in Dallas and 
team camps from Frontier 
to OBU,” he stated. “They 
got a lot of  games to gel 

and get the young ones a 
lot of  time against high 
school competition so it 
was very beneficial for 
them.

“We are definitely guard 
heavy, but they have shown 
they shoot the ball well and 
handle it pretty well.

We are going to have to 

work hard on blocking out 
and rebounding. Neptune 
really the only guy with 
legitimate size and he is 
just a freshman.”
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Standing from left: Chisolm Booth, Hunter Hamill, KW Adair, Chandler Lackey, Kolton Neptune, 
Braden Couch, Halen Triplett, Matt Argo. Kneeling from left: Jacob Jenkins, Michael Creel, 
Mason Burkhalter, Jayden Self, Cody Parker, Jacob Long, Haven Nesbitt.

CADDO
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6



8 • 2018 BASKETBALL PREVIEW DURANT DEMOCRAT

BY KEVIN FARR
For the Democrat

Lots of  new faces will be 
at the center of  attention 
when the Calera Bulldogs 
take the court this winter as 
both the Lady Bulldogs and 
Bulldogs will be in a youth 
movement.

Calera’s girls will be look-
ing to replace the bulk of  
their scoring from a season 
ago while the boys will focus 
on a bit different style with 
its wealth of  underclassmen 
for new head coach Thomas 
Evans.

Girls
There are definitely big 

shoes to fill for the Lady 
Bulldogs as they must re-

place more than 75 percent 
of  their offense that was lost 
to graduation.

The good news is that 
Calera should be fully 
familiar with head coach 
Bobby Moore’s system after 
gradually adapting a season 
ago.

“It took a little while to 
get adjusted to my style but 
I thought the Bryan County 
Tournament was really 
a turning point,” Moore 
admitted. “I felt like we were 
riding high going into the 
playoffs but were probably a 
little too tight.

“This is basically a brand-
new team. Logan Mullens, 
Dally Halbrooks and Han-
nah Carter accounted for 
more than 75 percent of  our 

points last year. We must 
get more of  a committee 
approach this season. We 
don’t have that player that 
is going to get 20 night in 
and night out but if  we can 
get everyone around 8 to 10 
points a game we should be 
in good shape. That should 
also lead to more offensive 
consistency.”

Back to lead the charge 
are returning starters Maddi 
Virgin and Kendra St. Clair. 
The senior duo should take 
on more of  the scoring load 
this time around with Bailey 
Roland and Amber Berryhill 
almost expected to move into 
the starting rotation.

Moore also really likes 
his talented freshmen class, 
several of  which should see 

extensive action early in the 
season.

“Our seniors bring 
excellent leadership,” the 

Calera coach said. “We’ll 
probably ease Roland in 
coming off  a shoulder injury 
and Berryhill was first off  

the bench, so she should 
be able to fill in well. Kya 
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Good Luck to the
Calera Bulldogs
Boys’ & Girls’ Basketball Team!
Here’s hoping your talent, dedication and 
teamwork make for a slam-dunk season!

Cherokee Communications
Calera, OK   |   580-434-5375
www.cherokeecomm.com

Shoot for the
Finals!
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Youth movement to stoke Calera

Standing, from left: Coach Bobby Moore, Koty White, FR, Cassidy Mullens, FR, Raven Lawrence, 
SO, Kya Daniel, JR, Kenzie LaPlante, SO, Mykah Carlton, FR, Haley Shupert, FR, Madi Glover, 
FR, Kiela Berryhill, FR, Lexi McAnally, SR, MGR. Seated, from left: Maddi Virgin, SR, Kendra St. 
Clair, SR, Madison Childers, SR, Bailey Roland, SR, Amber Berryhill, SR

SEE CALERA, PAGE 9
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Daniel is a solid junior and 
we have two good sopho-
mores. 

“We have six athletic 
freshmen who I think will 
have a chance to be pret-
ty special down the road. 
(Cassidy) Mullens will be 
competing for starting time 
along with (Mykah) Carlton 
who is about 5-11. 

If  we can find a way to 
blend it all together we should 
be solid. I don’t know right 
now who is going to be our 
leading scorer. Realistically, I 
can see us with about a 10 to 
11 player rotation. We have a 
lot of girls capable of stepping 
in and contributing.”

Boys
Expect a large turnover 

from a year ago from the 

Bulldogs as they look to 
greatly improve on their win 
total this season with Evans 
at the controls.

The new head coach isn’t 
entirely new to the group of  
players after coaching the 
freshmen and sophomores 
both at the junior high level, 
which should give him a leg 
up.

“I am very familiar with 
those young guys,” Evans 
stated. “They are a good 
group that competes hard 
every day. We have a lot of  
changes and new pieces in 
place. Offensively, we are 
adding a few new wrinkles 
to exploit defenses and give 
us some advantages. We are 
not the biggest, so we are 
going to try to space things 
out as much as possible and 
attack from those angles.”

The Bulldogs welcome 
back junior Tyler Shupert 

and sophomore Bodie Smith 
to the starting lineup but 
will be looking for a lot of  
role players from a year ago 
to fill in those other slots in 
the rotation. 
Seniors Tytus West, Parker 
Barkley and Landon Rob-
inson will be counted on 
for leadership with a lot of  
youth expected to contribute 
through the course of  the 
season.

“Our three seniors have 
really taken leadership roles 
and led by example thus 
far,” Evans added. “Tytus 
West is going to step up and 
do some big things. (Keith) 
Jeffreys has the heart of  
a lion even though he is 
not very big. I also expect 
major contributions from 
sophomore Brayden White 
as well as Timothy Iker, who 
is a freshman that has had a 
lot of  success and so far has 

handled the physicality of  
high school lot better than I 
expected.

“I really think we are 
on the right track to get 
things turned around. It’s 
certainly going to be a youth 
movement. Even our older 
guys are young in a sense 
of  playing time. I think the 
transition will happen rela-
tively quickly. We may have 

some growing pains early, 
but I think that will benefit 
us down the road.”

A year ago Evans guided 
the talented freshman class 
to the Bryan County cham-
pionship at the junior high 
level and he expects them to 
carry over that success and 
determination.

That group should help 
give the squad considerable 

depth to work with.
“We want to get out 

in space and be efficient 
offensively,” the head coach 
added. “Ball security is a 
major emphasis.

We must get good looks 
at the basket and turnovers 
are going to have to be down 
from last year. Have to be 
mature enough to not force 
things.
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Standing from left: Kobe Anderson, Parker Barkley, Tyler Shupert, Timothy Iker, Bodie Smith, 
Coach *, Tytus West, Rowdy Belvin, Brayden White, Caleb Washington, Landon Robinson. 
Kneeling from left: Pason Johnson, Gabriel Rodriguez, Michael Jaimes, Keith Jeffreys, Kristian 
Thralls, Slade Swedelson, Traven Green, Michael Epps. 

CALERA
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
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BY KEVIN FARR
For the Democrat

The past few years Col-
bert basketball has been 
inundated with youth. That 
should not be the case this 
season as both the girls and 
boys programs welcome 
back a host of  players 
that have gotten loads of  
experience. 

Under new head coach 
Whitney Robertson, the 
Lady Leopards will look to 
four players that started a 
year ago to lead the charge.

The Leopards also re-
turn four starting players 
and numerous others that 
should build on last year’s 
win total.

Girls
Robertson is not entirely 

new to the system after 
serving as assistant coach 
the past two seasons, but 
will put her stamp on the 
program in her first head 
coaching job.

Toree Buck, Leigha 
Brown, Preslee Jordan and 
Allee Raney all started at 
various times a year ago 
and will be counted on to 
carry much of the load 
early on.

The Lady Leopards also 
have Hannah Rhoades, 
Kinzee Coker and Danica 
Olguin with extensive play-
ing time under their belts 
also back.

“Our seniors have really 
been leaders on the court 
for a couple of  years now 
because we haven’t had 
many seniors in past 
years at all,” Robertson 
commented. “This is a 
good group that is eager to 
learn, and they are coming 
along really well.”

Size should be an asset 

for Colbert with three post 
players with experience 
keying that attack.

They also have a pair 
of  talented freshmen in 
Skylar Phillips and Jalyn 
Schemmel that are ex-
pected to see quite a bit of  
court time.

“One of  the most excit-
ing parts for me is how 
much more depth we are 
going to have this season,” 
said Robertson. “We are 
probably going to have 
nine girls in our rotation 
that are going to play most 
every game. We are going 
to try and run a little more 
man defense, pressure the 
ball and play a faster pace. 
I think scoring will be 
easier for us this season in 
transition. 

“We have three solid 
posts and are going to 
try and run an inside-out 
game with them. We have 
been working hard on 
post moves and they are a 
lot more comfortable this 
year.”

Boys
With much more ex-

perience to lean on, the 
Colbert Leopards expect to 
be much more competitive 
while adding to their 10 
wins of  a year ago.

Coach Tony Robinson’s 
squad will once again be 
defensive-minded however 
but the coaching veteran 
thinks his squad will have 
more firepower this season 
on the offensive end with 
the ability to put up more 
points on the scoreboard.

“We defended really well 
last year,” Robinson stated. 
“We held teams in the 30s 
most of  the time, but just 
had a difficult time scoring 
consistently. The kids are 

much more familiar with 
the offense now and just 
need reps and playing time.  
We will have a little more 
firepower this year and 
more basketball under-
standing because these guys 
have played a lot the last 
couple of  seasons. You can’t 
put a premium on experi-
ence, but we are still going 
to be pretty young with only 
one senior. I feel like we will 
steadily get better as the 
season goes along.”

Returning starters 
Brandon Denton, Braden 
Mueller, Carlos Segura and 
Hunner Peebles are back 
to lead the charge along 
with McKye Marquez, 
who is expected to fill the 
fifth starting position after 
playing the sixth man role 
a season ago.

Peebles averaged 10 
points a contest with Segu-
ra, Denton and Marquez all 
contributing right around 
six per game last year.

The Leopards will also 
have some depth with 
6-4 Aaron Staple coming 
off  the bench along with 
guards Dillion Winger and 
Randen Gibson, who could 
both see quite a bit of  floor 
time.

“I think we be real com-
petitive,” Robinson added. 
“We are still very young 
but pretty much have 
everybody back. They have 
been in the trenches for us 
and know what is going on. 
They come out every day 
and work extremely hard. 
They like to practice and I 
just enjoy watching them 
get better.”

Don’t expect much 
change in style for the 
Leopards, although they 
will likely be looking to 

push the tempo a little 
more this season which 
should help increase offen-
sive production.

“We are going to do what 
we do,” admitted Robinson. 
“We’ve turned the ball 
over way too much the last 
couple of  years and have to 

eliminate most of  those. If  
we can keep from turning 
the ball over, we can be 
pretty good. We need to get 
where we just don’t make 
impulse passes that get us 
into trouble.

“We played about 25 
games this summer and 

got a lot better. We’re exe-
cuting better and shooting 
it better. This group seems 
to play together really well 
and are hungry. We can’t 
simulate what we are going 
to have to face in practice, 
so we just need to play and 
get better.”
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COLBERT HIGH SCHOOL

Back Row (L-R): Sydney Bowers, Memorie Gray, Kinzee Coker, Gracie Macmahan, Allee Raney, 
Victoria Simmons, Erin Key, Leigha Brown. Middle Row (L-R): Emmah Wilson, Jalyn Schemmel, 
Preslee Jordan, Hannah Rhoades, Toree Buck, Skylar Phillips, Danica Olguin. Front Row (L-R): 
Brady Rowland, Brooklyn Jones

Back Row (L-R): Joshua Herrick, Elias Miguel, Jacob Olsen, Carlos Segura, Aaron Staple, 
Hunner Peebles, Davonte White, Angel Perez, Jonathan Pendergrass, Brady Rowland (MAN-
AGER). Middle Row (L-R): Parker Dawson, Randen Gibson, Logan Tumey, Brandon Denton, 
Zach Swindell, McKye Marquez, Lawson Guyman, Dusty Peebles. 

Colbert now spurred by experience
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A lot of  the faces will be 
familiar but those return-
ing casts will look to a 
renewed enthusiasm and 
system tweaks as Durant 
basketball teams head into 
the 2018-19 season.

Aaron George has taken 
the reins of  the girls pro-
gram this year in addition 
to his boys duties and will 
have assistant Melissa Allen 
returning on the girls side 
along with coaching staff  
newcomers Kevin Shell-
horse and Danny David. 
Shellhorse was head coach 
at Guymon a year ago.

Youth continues to be the 
story for the Lady Lions, 

who will rely on the lead-
ership of  a pair of  seniors 
while the boys will look to 
a trio of  seniors that will be 
in their fourth year under 
George’s system.

Girls
A lengthy softball run to 

the state semifinals delayed 
the start of  practice a bit 
but George had quality 
time with several key play-
ers that have been in the 
gym since school started.

That group included 
returning starter Annalee 
Jones along with senior 
Deanna Wall as well as 
Bradi McLemore, Demi 
Hood and Landri Sims, all 
of  which picked up expe-
rience a season ago. The 

DHS coach also pointed 
to the addition of  Hannah 
Felton and Trinity Cook as 
solid additions.

“I had a chance to work 
with several this fall, and I 
think we helped with their 
aggressiveness,” George 
said. “Annalee should 
cause some mismatches 
this year because we are 
going to play her more as a 
wing with the ability to play 
inside or out depending on 
who is guarding her.”

With the addition of  sev-
eral players from softball 
the new Lady Lion head 
coach has had an opportu-
nity to see his entire unit 
together for a little while as 
he did this summer.

That group includes the 

team’s top returning scorer 
in senior Tristyn Hamilton 
along with Ali Keel, who 
started most of  the season 
last year. They are joined 
by Madi Keel, Karlie West-

moreland, Abi Gregory 
and freshman newcomer 
Rylie Yandell.

“It may take us a little 
while because they are 
trying to learn a new 

system and that takes 
some time,” added George. 
“We don’t really have any 
standouts, but I feel like we 
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DURANT HIGH SCHOOL

Back Row/L to R: Chelsie Wilmoth, Jaaliyah Lewis, Brandasha Young, Annalee Jones, Landri 
Sims, Trinity Cook. Front Row/L to R: Destiny Tom, Hannah Felton, Deanna Wall, Tristyn Hamil-
ton, Bradi McLemore, Riley Nguyen.

George to lead both Durant squads

SEE DURANT, PAGE 12
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BUFFET LUNCH 
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will be pretty deep. I expect 
to be able to play up to 12 
different players on a lot 
of  nights and think we can 
use that to our advantage.

“I think our intensity 
will be much better and we 
actually have some height 
and speed that we will need 
to take advantage of  as 
well. We are going to try to 
get after people on defen-
sive and do more attacking 
defensively to create more 
transition opportunities 
offensively. We must limit 
turnovers however.”

Boys
With a cast that has 

moved up the ranks under 
George’s tutelage for four 
years now the Lions will 

look to make strides as a 
cohesive unit.

Seniors Tyler Hamblin, 
Dominic Wynn and Tyler 
Wilson are expected to 
be strong leaders that 
have steadily gotten more 
playing time during their 
careers.

That group along with 
a very deep junior class 
should be the catalysts as 
they continue to develop 
and gain more and more 
experience.

“I really think we will be 
better at the first of  season 
than we have the last cou-
ple of  years because I have 
been able to work with 
them since start of  school 
and they have had their 
hands on basketball during 
that time,” George stated. 
“They seem to play well to-
gether and are a fun group 
to coach. The boys obvi-

ously were more on the 
same page as me over the 
summer and know what I 
want and am looking for. 

“They showed that 
they will compete against 
anybody because we played 
some really good people 
in our team camps. I don’t 
know how much we can 
win against some of the 
real athletic people we 
have to play but we will 
be fun to watch. We had 
success against just about 
everybody we played. The 
kids are smart, listen and 
are very coachable. They 
are very knowledgeable 
with what is going on in 
the game and hopefully 
that will help offset times 
when we are outathleted.”

Depth should be a plus 
for the Lions as Coach 
George feels like they could 
play about 12 different 

players and keep people 
fresh for the fourth quar-
ter, which hasn’t been in a 
luxury in recent years.

Joining Hamblin and 
Wynn as possible starters 
should be junior Zaryius 
Clark, Bryson Lyday and 
Daniel Long, all of  whom 
provided key minutes 
during the 2017-18 cam-

paign.
“The returning group is 

not near as hesitant now 
that they have some experi-
ence,” George commented. 
“We probably have about 
a dozen guys that can step 
in an contribute and play 
with intensity. We are a 
little small overall but it’s a 
really scrappy bunch that I 

think can have success.”
George points to move-

in Luke Gaines as a key 
inside player for a group 
lacking in overall size. He 
also has solid expectations 
for Wilson, Zach White 
and Blake Burkhalter, 
who have each impressed 
during pre-season work-
outs.

Back Row/L to R:  Doug Ratliff, Lawson Creese, Rhys Dudek, Colton Wilson, Blake Burkhalter, 
Bryson Lyday, Tyler Hamblin. Front Row/L to R: JR Wall, Dominic Wynn, Tyler Wilson, Zyarius 
Clark, Carter Womble, Cody Garlington.

DURANT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11
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With a wealth of  return-
ing experience, the Bryan 
County bullseye should 
squarely be on the back 
of  the veteran Rock Creek 
boys while the girls adjust 
to a new system while 
looking to a pair of  talented 
returning starters.

The Mustangs posted a 
20-win campaign a year ago 
while falling in the area 
round of the playoffs for a 
second straight season, but 
will have the most dynamic 
nucleus around.

On the girls side, Chris 
Valliere takes over the 
coaching reins and also has 

a nice core of  returnees 
to lead the way in the new 
system.

Girls
The Lady Mustangs 

notched an 18-9 record a 
season ago before bow-
ing out to Bryan County 
rival Caddo in the regional 
finals.

Two key starters are 
back from that club, in-
cluding Teeronie McCann, 
who led the team in scoring 
most of  the season, along 
with Hannah Heflin.

Macy Converse and 
Brittany Farrington are 
expected to fill into starting 
roles as well after coming 
off  the bench a season ago. 
Karissa Ingram looks to be 

a major contributor as well.
“I feel like our starting 

five will be very tough,” 
Valliere said. “We have sev-
eral other younger players 
that should be able to fill 
in and contribute as the 
season goes along and they 
gain more experience. I 
think Macy Converse is go-
ing to step up big for us this 
year. She has really grown 
a lot over the summer.

“We are looking pretty 
good so far. They are com-
petitive and fun to watch. 
We haven’t been tested that 
much but the girls seem to 
be adjusting well to new 
system.”

Valliere will look to 
continue to utilize the same 

aggressive, pressure style 
that Rock Creek utilized for 
several years under head 
coach Wade Johnson.

“We are going to pig-

gyback off  what Coach 
Johnson did and build off  
that,” he stated. “We will 
pressure defensively, try to 
force some turnovers and 
create transition scoring 

opportunities. We have 
to be disciplined though 
and know when to slow it 
down.”
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851 Westside Dr. • Durant, OK 580-920-1800

We support the 
Durant Lions

GOOD LUCK
ALL AREA

BASKETBALL 
TEAMS

WWW.BANNERFINANCE.COM
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ROCK CREEK HIGH SCHOOL

Veteran Mustangs ready to challenge

Front (L to R)  Coach Andrus, Chloie Russell, Kendra Ingram, Macy Converse, Hannah Heflin, 
Brittany Farrington, Marrah Berka, Jolie Perry, Coach Valliere. Back (L to R) Krissy Collins, 
Teeronie McCann, Kala Anderson, Karissa Blackburn, Lily Cordell, Kameron Curtis, Kylie Shires, 
Mary Rzepecka, Harley Hopkins

SEE ROCK CREEK, PAGE 14



14 • 2018 BASKETBALL PREVIEW DURANT DEMOCRAT

Boys
Impressive performances 

at summer team camps 
at Warner, Idabel/Broken 
Bow and Sulphur helped 
cement the Mustangs as 
a definite contender for a 
Class 2A state tournament 
berth.

“We saw some really good 
teams,” head coach Craig 
Andrus commented. “Going 
in we just wanted to see a lot 
of  different teams. Our team 
has been pretty good over 
the last couple of  years but 
we haven’t really gone and 
seen a lot of  other strong 
competition outside our 
area, so that was good.”

Losing multi-year starting 
point guard Sam Roper to 

graduation will leave a hole 
to fill but Andrus has three 
talented returning starters 
that should definitely help 
take up that slack.

Leading the way is 6-4 
Aaron Taylor in the paint 
where he averaged 14.5 
points per outing last year. 
Karson Dry is a tremendous 
perimeter threat that posted 
11 points a contest and Dar-
ian James appears back to 
100 percent after managing 
roughly six points per game 
while returning from a knee 
injury. He was an All-Con-
ference pick as a sophomore 
while averaging more than 
13.0 points.

“Darian is back to 100 
percent,” Andrus said. “He 
has looked extremely explo-
sive and is back to dunking 
as well. He increased his 
vertical 4 ½ inches in the 
off-season so he is improv-

ing exponentially. He is 
wanting to prove to every-
one he is back.

“Leadership from those 
upperclassmen is going to 
be key for us. We lost four 
seniors last year that were 
really good leaders. I felt 
like the bulk of  our talent 
last year was in junior class, 
however. We got some really 
good experience and soph-
omores were able to step 
in and be key role players, 
especially in the playoffs.”

The three returning start-
ers will be joined by several 
others that were rotation 
players a year ago but will 
fill into much bigger roles 
this season. Those include 
Sammy Cahill, Luke Jestis 
and Travis Thompson along 
with newcomers Cactus Wil-
liams and Elijah Factor, who 
transferred from Achille.

With the high expecta-

tions, the Mustangs have 
beefed up their regular 
season schedule adding 
Valliant while also moving 
a much-anticipated date 
with defending state champ 
Wright City to early in the 
season. They also have a trip 
to Louisiana on the schedule 
this year.

“We are going to Baton 
Rouge to play Madison 

Prep Academy,” Andrus 
added. “They have won 
three state championships 
in a row with the last two 
in Class 2A. They had four 
guys sign with D1 schools 
last year and have one this 
year already committed to 
Alabama-Birmingham. We 
wanted to go and challenge 
our guys before the playoffs 
so are taking them and let 

them experience something 
outside of  Oklahoma before 
district play the next week.

“We are also looking 
forward to the Kingston 
tournament as well. We 
don’t expect to sneak up on 
anybody this year but hope-
fully have a chance to make 
it back to the finals in one of  
the top tournaments around 
this area.”
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ROCK CREEK HIGH SCHOOL

Front (L to R) Brayden Anguiano, Ricardo Ojeda, Austin Bonner, Sammy Cahill, Cactus Williams, 
Aaron Taylor, Jaden Schafer, CameRon Karanja,Russell Tomson. Middle (L to R) Coach Andrus, 
Travis Tomson, Elijah Factor, Luke Jestis, Darian James, Karson Dry, Dylan Robinson, Alex Rob-
inson, Zach Walston, Coach Valliere. Back (L to R) Brayden Snyder, Clay Stoner, Royal Hartley, 
Colt Doughty, Zach Heil, Zack Holden, Juan Luciano

ROCK CREEK
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13
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Silo returns backcourt 
experience across the board 
but not much size overall 
with a lot of  youth expected 
to contribute.

Long-time basketball 
coach Ty Harman takes 
over the Lady Rebel reins 
after one year at Maud with 
a youth-laden group. He has 
had successful coaching 
stops at Velma-Alma and 
Fox before moving into 
administration.

Brett Frank is back at the 
helm of the boys’ squad, 
which should be guard 
heavy as they attempt 
to build on 16 victories a 
season ago in the a regional 
final finish.

Girls
Adapting to a new system 

and several new faces may 
take a few weeks for the 
Lady Rebels, but Harman 
is confident they will figure 
out what style suits them 
the best by Christmas 
break.

Gracie Lawless, Cheri 
Stampley and Randi McLar-
ry were all regulars in the 
starting rotation a year ago 
and will be counted on for 
leadership for a lineup load-
ed with newcomers. And 
Lawless may be a month 
or two while recovering 
from an injury she suffered 
during softball.

Several move-ins should 
make a drastic impact pret-
ty much from the start.

That crew includes soph-
omore Cassidy Harman, 
who averaged more than 14 
points an outing at Maud 
last year, as well as Mattie 
Busby, who was a dou-
ble-figure scorer at Boswell 

before moving.
Harman points to a really 

talented group of freshmen 
that could help tremendous-
ly during the course of  the 
year. Leading that crew are 
expected to be Lexi McDon-
ald, Grace Hill and Nay Nay 
Turner.

“They have had a differ-
ent coach now for several 
seasons and we have some 
move ins as well, so it may 
take a little time for them 
to get fully used to my sys-
tem,” Harman stated. “We 
are going to have to limit 
turnovers and focus on 
defense early while learning 
the offense and what we 
want to do. I like playing a 
lot of  man defense, but it 
really depends on who we 
have available and what 
style of  play works best for 
them. 

“We have a pretty good 
group of freshmen which 
should speak well for the 
future. One of  those is a 
six-footer but we really 
don’t have a bunch of size 
overall, so we will definitely 
be guard-oriented. Several 
of  them are really athletic 
girls so we are still going to 

try and get it inside some if  
we get some mismatches.”

Boys
Three starters are back 

for the Rebels as they will 
looking to 6-3 senior Dylan 
Turner to carry much 
of the load inside after a 
strong campaign a year ago 
where he averaged double 
figure points and more than 
eight rebounds a contest.

The backcourt duo of  
Jacob Lawless and Korben 
Ford will provide solid ex-
perience as well as Lawless 
notched a double figure 
average last season and 
Ford just below that.

“What we lack in size 
I think we can make up 
with our athleticism and 
quickness,” Frank stated. 
“The key for us is going to 
be playing at a high effort 
level every night as well as a 
great shot selection.

“I think our depth will 
be very good and we will 
be able to come at people in 
waves. I believe we will be 
able to play as many as 12 or 
13 kids without that much 
drop off. We have some guys 
with size, but just nobody 
that is 6-4 or 6-5 anymore.”

Replacing the offensive 
catalysts lost to graduation 
and moves will be vital but 
Frank will look to a lot of  

talented youngsters that he 
feels can step up in bigger 
roles during the course of  
the season.

That returning group 
includes Britt Duncan, 
Duston Barron, Chase 
Corbin, T.J. Impson and 
Tanner Graves in addition 
to several others. The Silo 
head coach also had high 
praise for freshman Leyton 
Manners, who should make 
an impact after returning 
from injury.

In total, 10 players in the 
expected rotation will likely 
be underclassmen.

“We have some young 
kids that have had a lot 
of  success at the junior 
high level,” Frank added. 
“They are familiar with 
our system and know what 
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SILO HIGH SCHOOL

Lots of new faces to fuel Silo

Bottom Row: Chase Corbin, Jacob Lawless, Landon Lind-
strom, Korben Ford, TJ Impson. Top Row: Leyton Manners, Tre 
Cook, Tanner Graves, Kaden Huddleston, Dylan Turner. Not 
Pictured: Dustin Barron, Britt Duncan, Preston Pratt, Jaxson 
Bynum

Bottom Row: Alaria Bell, Randi McLarry, Cassidy Harman, 
Taylor Shives, Cheri Stampley. Middle Row: Karlee Russell, 
Gracie Lawless, Hannah Jones, Managers: Joe Airington and 
Savannah Babb. Top Row: Hallie Jones, Lexi McDonald, Bryn-
nan Kirk, Rae Hill, Mattie Busby

SEE SILO, PAGE 16



16 • 2018 BASKETBALL PREVIEW DURANT DEMOCRAT

Y K

C M

Good Luck 
Durant Lions

320 W. MAIN ST.
924-0864

www.mackeyhomefurnishings.com

2915 Westside Dr.  
Durant, OK

580-924-1234

www.westsidefamilydentistry.com

estside
FAMILY DENTISTRYW

Monday, Nov. 5 
Colbert at Soper; Wapanucka at Tushka

Tuesday, Nov. 6 
Calera at Bennington; Colbert at Achille; Rattan 
at Tushka

Thursday, Nov. 8 
Achille at Coleman; Clayton at Boswell; Victory 
Life at Soper; Whitesboro at Bennington

Friday, Nov. 9 
Calera at Colbert; Silo at Rock Creek; Springer 
at Victory Life; Tushka at Stuart

Tuesday, Nov. 13 
Calera at Silo; Moyers at Boswell; Rock Creek 
at Achille; Tushka at Caney; Victory Life at 
Bennington

Thursday, Nov. 15 
Bennington at Caddo; Boswell at Victory Life; 
Tushka at Colbert

Friday, Nov. 16 
Clayton at Calera

Monday, Nov. 26 
Boswell at Fort Towson; Wapanucka at Achille

Tuesday, Nov. 27 
Atoka at Durant; Boswell at Silo; Caddo at 
Kingston; Colbert at Calera; Victory Life at 
Thackerville

Thursday, Nov. 29 
Achille at Soper; Stringtown at Bennington; 
Tushka at Kiowa

Friday, Nov. 30 
Boswell at Kinta; Colbert at Rock Creek; Durant 
at Plainview; Silo at Caddo; Tupelo at Calera

Tuesday, Dec. 4 
Caddo at Rock Creek; Calera at Boswell; Col-
bert at Milburn; Coleman at Victory Life; Durant 
at Byng; Kiowa at Silo

Dec. 6-8 
Bennington Tournament; Durant Lion Classic; 
Rock Creek Tournament; Tushka at Hartshorne 
Tournament; Boswell at Madill Tournament; 
Silo at Bethel Tournament

Friday, Dec. 7 
Savanna at Caddo

Monday, Dec. 10 
Colbert at Coleman

Tuesday, Dec. 11 
Achille at Victory Life; Caddo at Stonewall; 
Durant at Ardmore; Kingston at Silo; Konawa 
at Tushka; Lone Grove at Rock Creek; Moyers 
at Bennington

Thursday, Dec. 13 
Achille at Colbert; Caddo at McAlester Tour-
nament; Fort Towson at Boswell; Stringtown 
at Tushka

Friday, Dec. 14 
Calera at Lone Grove; Silo at Roff

Saturday, Dec. 15 
Tulsa Hale at Durant

Tuesday, Dec. 18 
Achille at Mill Creek; Rattan at Boswell; Silo at 
Wewoka

Thursday, Jan. 3 
Bennington at Tupelo

Friday, Jan. 4 

Bennington at Colbert; Rattan at Caddo; Rock 
Creek at Stonewall; Tushka at Antlers; Victory 
Life at Achille

Monday, Jan. 7 
Achille at Boswell

Tuesday, Jan. 8 
Ardmore at Durant; Bennington at Achille; 
Caddo at Boswell; Rock Creek at Calera; Silo at 
Tushka; Victory Life at Coleman

Jan. 10-12 
Durant at Ada Tournament; Achille Tourna-
ment; Rock Creek, Silo at Kingston Tourna-
ment; Tushka Tournament

Friday, Jan. 11 
Caddo at Coalgate

Tuesday, Jan. 15 
Achille at Milburn; Ada at Durant; Bennington 
at Coleman; Calera at Caney; Coalgate at Rock 
Creek; Latta at Silo; Red Oak at Caddo; Soper 
at Boswell 
Thursday, Jan. 17 
Bennington at Wapanucka

Friday, Jan. 18 
Allen at Silo; Boswell at Stringtown; Calera at 
Turner; Colbert at Caddo; Durant at McAlester; 
Milburn at Bennington; Tushka at Rock Creek

Jan. 21-26 
Bryan County Tournament

Tuesday, Jan. 22 
Plainview at Durant

Jan. 24-26 
Durant at Moore Tournament 

Friday, Jan. 25 
Thackerville at Victory Life

Tuesday, Jan. 29 
Atoka at Silo; Bennington at Boswell; Caney at 
Colbert; Caddo at Kiowa; Coalgate at Tushka; 
Stonewall at Calera; Victory Life at Milburn

Thursday, Jan. 31 
Caddo at Achille; Caney at Bennington; Colbert 
at Silo; Durant at Atoka; Rattan at Rock Creek; 
Tushka at Calera

Friday, Feb. 1 
Caddo at Tushka; Caney at Achille; Duncan at 
Durant; Soper at Bennington; Tupelo at Rock 
Creek

Monday, Feb. 4 
Boswell at Colbert; Fort Towson at Silo

Tuesday, Feb. 5 
Latta at Tushka; McAlester at Durant; Milburn 
at Achille; Rock Creek at Caney; Silo at Tishom-
ingo; Wright City at Caddo

Thursday, Feb. 7 
Caddo at Calera; Grayson Christian at Colbert

Friday, Feb. 8 
Calera at Atoka; Durant at Ada; Harding Prep 
at Silo

Saturday, Feb. 9 
Rock Creek at Madison Prep, LA

Monday, Feb. 11 
Coalgate at Calera

Friday, Feb. 15 
Durant at Duncan

PREP BASKETBALL COMPOSITE SCHEDULE

we expect. They just 
have to take that leap and 
understand what it takes 
to translate that success 
from junior high to high 
school. We have some very 
talented freshmen. Man-
ners is coming back from 
an injury but when he gets 
back to 100 percent he is 
going to be very good. He 
is one of  the best freshmen 
we have had.

“We really have to un-
derstand how we do early 
in the season, whether that 
is good or bad, is really 
part of  the growing pro-
cess with as many young 
players as we have. We’ll 
have a handful of  upper-
classmen but about 10 
sophomores and freshmen 
that will suit up and look 
to contribute.”

SILO
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15




